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Community data of flatland ponds in northwest Spain The dataset is publicly available (data portal, data archive) and can be used without restrictions, but dataset creator/data contributors must be informed prior to publication. Data must be acknowledged and cited correctly. 
Congruence between functional and taxonomic patterns of benthic and planktonic assemblages in flatland ponds. Aquatic Sciences 76: 61-72.
year:
10.1007/s00027-013-0312-9
General data specifications One composite water sample from each pond taken along a transect perpendicular to the main axis of the pond. Macroinvertebrate samples were collected with a pondnet (mesh 400 µm) following a time-limited sampling. Three (ponds less than 1 ha) or five (ponds larger than 1 ha) minutes total sampling time was allotted proportionally to the surface area of each dominant habitat in the ponds. Samples were immediately fixed in 96 % ethanol and kept in separate jars at 4 °C until sorting, counting and identification. In the laboratory, a subsample (1/6 of each sample) was processed under 10x magnification. Samples containing less than 200 individuals were fully sorted. Samples from dominant habitats in the pond: submerged vegetation, bare sediments, vegetated shores and shores without vegetation. Samples were kept separate until identification and counting. The data from different habitats has been pooled for this database (i.e. one pooled sample per pond).
specific sample location (e.g. littoral, profundal, transect, shoreline, hyporheic zone, etc.):
littoral, shoreline, profundal zooplankton:
covered timeframe:
-2004
Freshwater Metadata Journal 10: 1-8 Zooplankton was analysed from composite water samples collected with a water column sampler, consisting of an acrylic plastic tube sampler (length 1 m inner diameter 5 cm), at random points along a transect perpendicular to the main axis of the pond. Zooplankton abundance was estimated from 1 to 3 l composite water samples and filtered through 25 and 50 µm mesh nets, respectively. Samples were fixed with carbonated water, preserved in 4 % formalin, and stored at 4 °C until analysed. Identification was carried out with a light microscope. Quality control for taxonomic identification of macroinvertebrates: taxa that could not be positively identified were validated by a taxonomist specialist. Samples sorted and identified by new persons were reviewed by specialists. Samples were not included when the number of errors was large. All phytoplankton samples were sorted and identified by a phytoplankton specialist. No QA procedures were applied to zooplankton.
